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it is regarded simply as the type of a family of ordinary lizards, 
whereas, by the best authorities, the group Rynchocephalia is 
regarded as a distinct order of reptiles of very primitive structure. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 
GEOGRAPHY AND TRAVELS. 1 

Asia — The Rivers of the Punjab. — An account of the rivers 
of the Punjab, by Gen. R. Macagan, occupies the first place in the 
November issue of the Proceedings of the Royal Geographical 
Society. Though Punjab means " five waters," the more ancient 
name was the land of the seven rivers, the Indus on the one side, 
and the Saraswati on the other, being added to the Jhelum, 
Chenab, Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej. The Saraswati rises in the low 
outer hills of the Himalayan mountains, and is now an unimport- 
ant river, except in the season of flood, yet it is described in the 
ancient writings of the Hindus as a mighty river like the others. 
But the Punjab was the tract first occupied by the Aryan immi- 
grants from the north, and it appears more probable that the ideas 
of the people concerning the river changed when they knew it 

1 This department is edited by W. N. Lockington, Philadelphia. 



